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Amendments to the Abstract: 

Please replace the current Abstract with the following amended Abstract: 

An apparatus for automatically fixing sutures used in the surgical replacement of a heart 
valve, includes a first cylinder having a first end and a second end and an interior surface and an 
exterior surface and a valv e sl ee v e including an annular cuff surrounding th e ext e rior surfac e 
adjacent to th e first e nd of th e first cylind e r . An annular lip is formed on the exterior surface 
adjacent to the second end of the first cylinder , and a replac e m e nt h e art valv e i s position e d 
within th e valv e sl ee v e. The apparatus further includes a second cylinder having second securing 
means formed on an interior surface of the second cylinder, such that the second securing means 
corresponds to and are adapted to fixedly engage the first securing means. Th e inv e ntion further 
includ e s a m e thod for automatically fixing sutur e s to s e cur e a valv e sl e eve including an annular 
cuff and a r e plac e m e nt h e art valv e to an annulus form e d in a pati e nt's h e art. — Th e m e thod 
includ e s th e st e ps of positioning th e annular cuff of th e valve sle e v e in th e annulus and s e curing 
th e cuff to the annulus with sutur e s, thr e ading th e sutur e s ov e r an e xt e rior surfac e of a first 
cylind e r and ov e r an int e rior surfac e of a s e cond cylind e r; applying pr e ssur e against th e first 
cylinder and t e nsion to th e sutures to e nsure a blood tight seal b e tw ee n the cuff of the valv e 
sl ee ve and th e annulus; and securing th e sutures betw ee n th e first cylind e r and th e s e cond 
cylind e r. 
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